[Treatment of cholestatic hepatic diseases: more than the substitution of fat soluble vitamins?].
The clinical-biochemical syndrome of cholestasis is characterized by an alteration in bile constituents. As a consequence, the concentrations of bilirubin, bile acids, phospholipids and cholesterol are elevated. The main clinical symptoms of cholestasis are icterus and pruritus, and in severe cases xanthelasma and xanthoma. Primary intrahepatic cholestasis, caused by impaired bile secretion in the liver, should be separated from the extrahepatic secondary cholestasis which is a consequence of a biliary obstruction. This paper evaluates the therapy of liver diseases which developed as consequence of a primary disturbance in bile secretion.